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24th March 2011
Nau mai, haere mai, hoki mai koutou ki te kura takawaenga o Whangarei
We are in our 7th week of teaching and learning.  The time is whizzing by.  During the last 2 weeks all of our teachers have been involved in Learning Appraisals where a leader spends time in their classrooms observing teaching and then together the appraiser and appraisee co-constructs the next teaching and learning pathway.  This year our teachers are all going to be involved in a mini action research project where they choose an area of their practice to investigate closer.  The expectation is for the teacher to read three articles around their chosen area and then decide from the readings, what different approaches they may try to implement or monitor.  As our foci this year is integrating information communication technology (ICT) into the curriculum alongside our other focus, written language, we are encouraging our teachers to research around both these areas.  It goes without saying all the other learning areas are paramount; literacy, numeracy and inquiry learning is our core business.  However, giving the chance for teachers to look closer at a particular aspect of teaching literacy means we can attempt to try new ways of getting our students closer to the curriculum.  The goal at the end of the year is for every teacher to share what they have learned from their research, with their team members.  In the meantime, our teachers will receive ongoing support and guidance from their team leader as the year progresses.

CONFISCATION OF STUDENT PROPERTY

We are having some issues with student property that is being used inappropriately, during school time.  Our students are allowed to ride skateboards and scooters to school.  However, once they arrive at school they are not allowed to ride them at all, inside the school gates.  Teachers have had to confiscate skateboards/scooters if students have been caught using them.  There has been some confusion about what to do with them after this action.  We have taken advice from NZ Schools Trustee Association.  The process/procedure we will be following from this point on is that…
if your child’s scooter/skateboard/cellphone/iPod/MP3 player/Hand held games are being used during school time, the teacher will confiscate them and hand them into the office, and the parent will be expected to collect these items.  They will not be released to the student.  
Our advice is that you as the parent check what your child is bringing to school and then remind your child of their responsibility to abide by school rules.  That way we are both reinforcing the same expected behaviour.  Thank you, in advance, for your co-operation around this time consuming issue.

Read on to find out what has been happening at school….
Naku noa, na Hayley Read.  Principal of the best school in Whangarei with the coolest students (especially those who choose the right attitude, make someone’s day, are present, and have fun while learning).

‘Success Crowns Effort’
(
WHANGAREI ZONE SWIMMING SPORTS

Last Tuesday, our Champion Swimmers took part in the WPSSA Zone Swimming Championships. They represented us tremendously with some excellent results. We won every single Year 8 Girls event, thanks largely to Alex Armiger-Kelly. Below are the overall place winners at the Zone Championships. Congratulations to all our representatives, you can be proud of your individual and team results.

Year 7 Girls

Hayley McIntosh – 
3rd in 50m Backstroke and 50m Freestyle

Year 8 Girls

Alex Armiger-Kelly
- 
1st in 50m Backstroke, 50m Freestyle and 200m Mixed Freestyle Team Relay

Chika Bedford
  
1st in 50m Breaststroke

Angela Bakker
- 
1st in 200m Mixed Freestyle Team Relay, 2nd in 50m Backstroke and 50m Freestyle

Rachyl Edge

2nd in 50m Breaststroke

Year 8 Boys
Scott Robinson
- 
1st in 200m Mixed Freestyle Team Relay

Zak Botica

1st in 200m Mixed Freestyle Team Relay

Top Three Zone Placings
1st – Tikipunga High School, Pompallier College, Huanui College (Collective Zone)

2nd – Whangarei Intermediate

3rd – Kamo Intermediate





                 Mr. Fannin
STUDENT STARS - Principal’s Awards 
Every week, talented and committed STAR learners are chosen from each team for having an outstanding attitude towards learning.  Here is a list of those students: 
	Team 1:

Whero
	Raewyn Caughey & Tomi Creamer R23

	Team 2:

Kowhai
	Frances Christian-Farrow & Kes Lewis-Davis R6

	Team 3:

Karaka
	Shanekah Nopera & Tawhi Eramiha R12

	Team 4:

Kikorangi
	Charlie Collett & Anthony O’Donnell R18

	Team 5:

Kakariki
	Shian Cottam & Caleb Russ R21


WHATS BEEN HAPPENING IN TEAM WHERO?
Team Whero has been constantly on their feet since the beginning of the new school year.  Our team has big expectations for the year.  We have already displayed a few of our many talents at the Swimming Sports.  With Alex taking out the Girls Y8 Swimming Championship, Chika 3rd in the Y8 Girls and Zak also 3rd in the Y8 Boys.  We also won the team relay and showed off our stuff in the novelty races, chanting and the dancing competitions.  But that’s not all... Our team has just recently postponed a school trip to Goat Island because Mother Nature is not acting in our favour.  Our Goat Island trip postponement dates are Year 7’s on Tuesday and Year 8’s on Thursday next week.  This trip is important to our team because Goat Island serves a big part of our Science and Social Studies unit on sustaining Te Moana. 

We look forward to sharing the individual and team success with you as the year goes on.

With love, Team Whero 
              Alex Kelly

OUT OF HOURS MUSIC

Well done to all those students learning instruments after school.

Mr Kessell is hearing GREAT reports already from all the teachers so keep up the good work.

Please remember that the real learning comes in the personal practice between lessons.

For whatever reason, if you are not wishing to continue next term, please notify the office so that we can offer that place to another student.  Otherwise, your lesson day and time is likely to remain constant between terms.
STUDENT COUNCIL

CONGRATULATIONS TO…
Danielle Kirby who was voted in as this years Head Councillor,
Aleesea Alsop who was voted in as this years Secretary and 

Jeremy Towers who was voted in as this years Treasurer.

The Council had its first meeting and I have a good feel about this year’s group.

Already they have been proactive with the following…

designating days for the turf for sport and gender, surveying rooms as to how many Service Books need to be ordered and 

discussing hats, handshakes and hugs.

The Student Council would like to announce the running of a Gold Coin Wheels/Mufti day at the end of the term. (The last day, being April 15th.) Money collected goes towards school based events.

The first School Social will not happen until next term. Watch this space.

PTA

Are there any business owners out there?  Do your children go to WIS?  Would you be prepared to support us with prizes or vouchers from your business in return for recognition /advertising?  We have several fundraising events in 2011 which need your help. Please contact Debbie on 459 5656.

Shop at home at www.yourfastshop.co.nz. Fundraising for PTA. Just select Whangarei Intermediate for great discounts and online offers from over 50 online stores; pizzas, books, DVD’s, ipods and iphones, toys, gifts, prizes and more.

Thank you to those students who have brought their Easter eggs in.  An Easter egg is due now for the end of term Easter raffle as this is the PTA’s first fundraiser of the year.

Below is an overview of the proposed fundraisers for the year.

TERM 1

AN EASTER RAFFLE

Tickets will be $1.00 and prizes will be drawn in team groups.  An Easter egg to be donated by each pupil if possible.  Eggs will be grouped in teaching teams.  Tickets to be brought through the class money books.

Raffle drawn the second to last day of term.
TERM 2 

SPELL-A-THON

Student’s will get a sponsor pack and 100 words to learn according to their ability.  A date in Term 2 to be confirmed
TERM 3

TO BE CONFIRMED BUT SOME IDEAS ARE 

A GOLF TOURNAMENT

TRAIL RIDE

FISHING COMPETITION

TRIVIA EVENING

CATERING FOR SCHOOL SOCIALS
AIMS GAMES
We intend to take some teams to Tauranga again for this National Y7 & Y8 Tournament.

Boys and Girls Soccer, Girls Hockey, Rugby 7’s, A Netball team, 2 Tennis players and 1 Golf player.
The Tournament is a great opportunity for students who excel at sport to compete at the highest level of competition. 

The date of the Tournament is 28th August to the 2nd September. The cost per pupil this year will be $200.00 conditional on grant support or $400.00 if a grant can not be secured.
MILO CRICKET
We played Kamo Intermediate Wed March 16th @ K Park.
Mr Kelly reported that the boys played valiantly against Kamo but alas they were defeated.  Better luck next year.

GIRLS CRICKET
Miss Watson had 3 teams of interested girls who were going to contest their cricket skills against other girls from differing schools but all other teams pulled out.

However the teams played each other and the best team won. Thanks Miss Watson for wanting to take the team anyway.

WBHS READING MENTORING
Each year we have Y12 students from WBHS, working with some of our Y8 boys.

This will be starting next term and involves the older boys reading with a Y8 boy.  We have found that the WBHS boys are great role models for the younger pupils and that our boys enjoy the positive experience of having a “big brother” to relate to and read with.  If your child gets a letter about this initiative, it is recommended that you allow your child to be a part of this initative.




                             Mr. Rankin
SOME GENTLE REMINDERS

ICAS INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS AND ASSESSMENT FOR SCHOOLS
This year we will be offering the following ICAS tests at school on the listed dates.  These tests are administered by the University of New South Wales across the Pacific Region.

Students receive detailed feedback on their performance and a certificate.  Students who score in the top 30% receive award certificates.  Please note we can’t refund money as the funds go to Australia.  Cheques can be made out to WIS.  All entries and fees are due by Monday 3rd May.  There are old tests available that students can practice with. 
	Subject           Test Date           Cost NZ$

	Science            8th Jun                $7.50

	Maths               2nd Aug              $7.50

	English            16th  Aug              $7.50


ICAS INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

Students Name ______________________________________________

Subject/s           _______________________________________________

Room No           _______ Year ________    Total Enclosed $_________________

Please attach fees to this entry form and hand into class money book






          Mr. Botica
OPC TONGARIRO 
All 30 students have been selected. A reminder that your first deposit is due in by the 28th March.

SCIENCE ROAD SHOW 
This is returning to WIS between the 2nd- 3rd May. 

Teachers are organising the bookings. $6 per student.
FOODS ROOM
We would love to have your empty clean ice cream containers.

Please send them to school with your child or bring them to our office 





              Mrs. Miller
PUBLIC NOTICES
EASTERN SUBURBS JUNIOR RUGBY CLUB – 
If you'd like to play rugby this year come along to the Onerahi sports ground on Wednesdays at 4.30pm.  Training starts on Wednesday 16-3-2011 at 4.30pm.  For more information contact Nicole Butler 436 0099 or Darryl Doidge 436 3557.
HOLIDAY PROGRAMME

Active, fun and exciting days include dance, gymnastics, sports and many games below average cost but not below average activity.
Contact Toni 09 4348046/text 021883430 or email holidayprogramme@mail.com
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	HOLIDAY PROGRAMME

	
	18th-29th April 2011

	
	●Oscar and CYF's approved

	
	●Fun Filled Activities

	
	●Ages 5 - 12 years

	
	●More information drop into the
Whangarei Aquatic Centre or
phone 09 4387957








