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25th February 2011
Nau mai, haere mai, hoki mai koutou ki te kura takawaenga o Whangarei
GOAL SETTING INTERVIEWS 

Thank you to all the parents and caregivers who took the time to meet with your child’s classroom teacher, to help set goals for your child(ren).  Our overall result was 77% of parent/caregivers turned up for these important meetings and 81% of our students accompanied their parents/caregivers to set their goals.  Across the entire school however, only 64% of students have had the chance to set ‘shared’ goals.  Our plea is, if you didn’t have the opportunity to meet with your classroom teacher, please leave a message with Maylene or Marie (438 8659) in the office.  Your classroom teacher will organise a time to meet with you.  Setting goals is a very important part of growing our students.  We value your input.
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SCHOOL “CONTRIBUTIONS” 

Thank you to all who have now paid the school ‘contribution’.  We believe the $88.00 asked for, represents good value for money.  We would not be able to offer the programmes we do, nor have the technology and other facilities available for students, without this financial support.  The contribution covers all materials used in specialist programmes (wood, food, fabric, art etc), the end of year ‘Yearbook’ plus additional equipment and facility purchases.  We are well aware of the extra demands on family finances at this time of the year.  We know the $88.00 asked for is less than that sought by some local primary schools which do not have the specialist programmes to fund.  You may prefer to spread the payments over the year.  We are a well-equipped school.  This has been achieved through the support of those who have gone before.  With your ongoing support, we will continue to grow and develop and provide what our community expects.  Thank you for that.  It does make a difference. Remember to keep a copy of your receipt, and if it is paid before 31 March 2011, you may claim your tax rebate from the IRD.  www.ird.govt.nz (the form is IR 526 – Personal Tax Rebate). 

PTA

Over the years we have had an amazing group of parents to form our PTA which meets once a month in the school staffroom.  Our next meeting is on Tuesday 22nd March at 7pm.  The PTA is primarily a fundraising and school support organisation.  Being part of the PTA is a good way to become involved in the school and to meet other parents.  New members are always welcome.  If you are interested in joining our wonderful group of parents and friends, please email Wiremu Rankin wiremu.rankin@wis.ac.nz with your details.
UNIFORM  

Children change for sport, fitness or physical education programmes daily.  With so many pupils changing, real problems can arise with unnamed clothing.  Last year we had to dispose of a considerable quantity for which no owners could be found.  We urge you to see that all clothing is named clearly as this can help us return mislaid items to the rightful owners. 

ABSENCES
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If any student is absent or late to school, please phone the school office and leave a message on the ‘absence line answer phone’.  For safety reasons, all unexplained absences are followed 
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up.  It is against the law for students who are absent to be left at home by themselves – they must have adult supervision.  Please note our school day commences at 8.45am.  This allows time for all administration, notices, roll calls, etc to be undertaken without disrupting prime learning time.  We can be assured that lessons are underway promptly by 8.50am daily.  Please ensure your son/daughter leaves home in time to be here for the 8.45am roll call. 
SWIMMING SPORTS 2011

Our annual Swimming Sports competition was held yesterday. Many thanks to the staff, parents and students for a great day.  A big hooray to Mr Fannin for the overall organization of the day.  It was awesome.  
Ma te wa. 
Ka kite ano, Tofa Soifua, See you again,

Hayley Read Principal
STUDENT STARS - Principal’s Awards 
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Every week, talented and committed STAR learners are chosen from each team for having an outstanding attitude towards learning.  Here is a list of those students: 
	Team 1:

Whero
	Chika Bedford & Zak Botica R1

Taylor Ball & Killian McKinstry R2

	Team 2:

Kowhai
	Hayley McIntosh & Michael Kessell R5

Thomas Corne & Brandon Ford R6

	Team 3:

Karaka
	Stephanie Elkington & Taine Rolton R14
Kyla Grey-Gillan & Tayne Bradley R16

	Team 4:

Kikorangi
	Kelsie Crossley & Jamie Somers R9

Meg Robinson & Gil Cann-Vaana R9

	Team 5:

Kakariki
	Hannah Smart & Joel Petersson R19
Grace Elliot & Liu Gong R20 
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OUTSTANDING! 
Congratulations to Alex Armiger-Kelly, Angela Bakker, Chika Bedford and Nikkayla Kelman who competed in the National Junior Swimming Championships which were held last weekend in Auckland.

Congratulations to Rachyl Edge who won the 2011 Mangawhai Triathlon Girls 11-12 years section. HARD TRAINING DOES PAY OFF!
TEAM KIKORANGI!!!

For the past couple of weeks our school has been lucky enough to have Chelsee, Vanessa and a couple of other people that were here to help us with our swimming. They are part of a group called ‘Swim for Life’.

Yesterday we had our school swimming sports.  It was fantastic to see all the great swimmers that we have at our school.  W.I.S has a school swimming sports every year, which most students participate in.

While some students are at enrichment, Year 7 & 8’s participate in school Kapa Haka and Waiata in the hall, where we learn a selection of songs.

Kikorangi’s two Year 8 classes, Rooms 17 & 18 have been very lucky to have Samara Nicholas to come and talk to us about EMR, which stands for Experiencing Marine Reserves, as we are going to Reotahi and the Poor Knights to study these environments.  Thanks to Samara.

Previously the whole school has been getting tested for most subjects including Maths, Reading, Spelling and Writing.  These tests are used for the teachers to find out what levels the children in their class are at.

Once a week, team Kikorangi does Rotation. Our team rotations are - Chinese with Mrs Hinge, Dance with Mrs Fannin, 
Drama with Mrs Tamainu and ICT with Mr Pulham. We are all in mixed groups, both Year 8’s and 7’s.
            By Kim, Aleesia and Annalea.

SOME GENTLE REMINDERS
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STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT

Each year we bench mark our student’s achievement in Literacy and Numeracy.  Our year 7 data is collated and analysed at the start of the year while our Year 8 student achievement targets are set from the previous year.
Our Year 8 targets are as follows

38% of our year 8 students are currently at the desired level or above for numeracy for the end of the year.  Our target is to have more than 60% of our students at this level or higher by the end of the year.

Currently 75% of our students are in the average range or above for reading.  Our target is to have 85% of our students in the average to above average range in the reading assessment.
Currently 47% of our year 8 students are achieving at or above the desired level for writing.  By the end of the year our target is to have 60% of our students at the desired level or above for writing.
Parents can support their child’s learning at home with children developing a regular reading habit.  A regular reading time before bed helps develop an interest in reading, the more one reads the better they read.
Learning and practising timetables is useful, most students should know their timetables to 10 already if they don’t regular revision will make a significant difference.
Writing can be practised via emails or letters to friends and relatives.  It is quite uplifting receiving an email or letter from a friend or relative.
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There are also many educational websites that are entertaining and educational.  We hope to advise you of these during the year.
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CROSSING AT FRONT OF SCHOOL
We have a pedestrian crossing 25m north of the Main School entrance.  We ask that Parents or Caregivers use this crossing when crossing the road too school as this is a very busy section of road. 
BUS BAY
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Please do not park in this area between 8am-8.45 or 3pm-3.30.  Buses use the area to drop off and collect students during these times.  They can not turn in any other place along Rust or Selwyn Ave.  Parents collecting students at the end of the day will find that most traffic has cleared by 3.10pm daily in this area if this area seems congested at the end of the day. 
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WEDNESDAY BASKETBALL
Currently we are looking for a coach for 1 team.  If you could help with your child’s team please let Mr Botica know.





             Mr. Botica
INFORMANIA - UNIFORM

I would like to commend all the students who are wearing their uniform with pride.  It is great to see our students wearing their school hats and I would like to thank parents and caregivers in supporting the hat rule.

As there are still a few grey areas with uniform I have listed below what is required.

Shoes – Polishable black with white ankle socks

Sandals –Black / brown Roman or Slave. Please note that slave sandals are with basic ankle strap, not gladiator sandals that have 3 or 4 straps and buckles.

Shoes are to be worn to and from school; students may leave school in their PE uniform if they have had team sports in the afternoon.

If your child is wearing long pants they must wear shoes and socks.

We have set up a display in the foyer of the school uniform and parents are most welcome to come and have a look.

I do have some second hand uniforms for sale, this includes shorts, shirts, PE uniform, sweatshirts and hats. 

Have a good week and an even better weekend.

      Christine Heke Student Support Counsellor
LIBRARY NEWS

The after school Buzz Club has started for the year with more than 15 enrolled so far.  About half of these students are also going to the Public Library at 4pm for the activities with Sue Scott, the children's librarian.  If you want to enrol your child please ask for a form at the office or School Library. There is no charge for this service and the children can use the time to get a head start on their homework.

The Kid's Lit Quiz is on again at the end of the term. This is the 20th year of this exciting event for our students. Two teams of four will be travelling to Kerikeri for the Northland final on April 1st. We have started practices already.

When you are visiting the school keep an eye out for the new WIS Weekly students’ newspaper. It has been renamed "The WOW Factor!" and details the great experiences and achievements of our talented WIS students.




                             Mr. Rodda
OPC GREAT BARRIER - TONGARIRO

A reminder for those families who could not make it to the information evening on the 23rd February there is still an opportunity to collect an information / enrolment pack from the office.  Enrolment forms have to be in by the 4th March. For any enquiries please contact Marian Miller or Neke Adams.





              Mrs. Miller

THE HUB

The HUB provides literacy accelerated courses to students who have been identified as those who would benefit from taking part in a programme designed to boost their current level of proficiency in literacy. School wide and class assessment, alongside referrals from teachers, identify candidates for the HUB.  Students are withdrawn from class for forty minutes twice in the school’s weekly cycle, and work in a small group of no more than five students.  The HUB programme has been devised to target reading comprehension, de-coding skills, fluency, and vocabulary enrichment. In addition, ESOL lessons and the Lexia programme are also offered. Students who have been invited to join the HUB programme will bring home a letter of invitation with a permission slip attached. 

          Mrs. Wells 

PUBLIC NOTICES
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KARATE CLASSES

Tuesday and Thursday evenings 6.30 – 8pm.  Catering for 10 year olds and upwards.  $30 per term.  Venue: Whangarei Intermediate School Hall. Please phone Graeme 4594342 after 5pm.

FOR SALE

2 sets of Full WIS Uniforms, (shorts, shirts, pair trousers, PE uniform, sweatshirts & school hat) TradeMe REF #355714206

For further information & pricing contact Justine on 021 2276171
LEARN TO SING
Singing Lessons available with experienced singer Debbie Graham.  Private lessons or small group’s lessons conducted from school.  Please ring 4375788 or 0273890871 for more information.

OLD BOYS REGISTRATION AND RALLY 
All members and new players welcome for the 2011 season. Friday March 18th at Old Boys Rugby Club 5pm.






