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Nau mai, haere mai, hoki mai koutou ki te kura takawaenga o Whangarei
Whangarei eLearning Project Cluster Vision

‘ICTs in the NZC will enthuse, infuse and inspire kids learning in real life contexts’
We are now in our second stage of the ICTPD contract, part of a cluster of 5 schools.  This cluster includes us, Whangarei Primary, Hora Hora, Morningside and Whau Valley.  We are being funded for 3yrs to develop and integrate the use of IT into our teaching and learning programmes.  During this time the MOE has some National Goals we are aspiring to achieve.  

Schools will use e-learning to give effect to the New Zealand Curriculum/Te Marautanga o Aotearoa by increasing the capability of:-

1. students to become successful digital citizens 

2. principals to lead the integration of the e-learning in their schools (strategic and operational) 

3. teachers to integrate e-learning effectively into their practice, creating an innovative and exciting learning environment for all students 

4. family  and whanau to actively participate in their child’s learning
5. the sector by sharing online professional reflections to inform colleagues of the challenges and opportunities afforded by e-learning

We plan to focus on the following approaches, which will involve the teachers, the students and invariably you as parents/caregivers:   

· ICT use for learning and teaching  

· Students learning with ICT, integrated across all learning areas
· Identifying staff professional learning needs
· Meeting individual and school ICT needs though careful planning
· Sharing effective practice across teams and online
· Development of learning community 
· Development of an ICT/e-learning strategy
· Capability of staff to develop an ICT/e-learning strategic plan
· Informing the community through team events
· Engagement with the community through team events
Our big cluster event is going to be happening during term two.  For 2 days (Friday 27 May and Saturday 28 May) all the schools will meet here to share and learn about the different ways to integrate ICT into the classroom and learning programmes.  A core group of teachers have been organising this exciting event.  They have organised a very exciting keynote speaker and supporting workshops.  It should be a fantastic event, all leading towards helping our teachers to engage your children in further learning.  Watch this space! 

VISITORS AT SCHOOLS
It is imperative that when you come to school you come via the office.  Once you have signed in you will receive a ‘visitor’s badge’.  We need to reinforce this policy for the safety of our teachers and staff.  Please be vigilant.  Thank you for your help.
FACEBOOK

We have been made aware, on a number of occasions, where students younger than 13 have Facebook accounts. Some of these students have been put into very precarious positions that have caused them anxiety and stress.  These situations have come into our school environment where we have had to intervene e.g. possible organised afterschool fights, name calling, threats, misuse of information, hate campaigns. Facebook, MySpace and Bebo are blocked here at school so 
the only access is at home.  We need your help.  We need you to know about what your child(ren) is/are involved in and monitor their participation, if not stop it!  We all need to keep our children safe from bullies.  Below are the regulations for setting up accounts on Facebook.  Please note the legal age is 13.
Facebook users provide their real names and information and we need your help to keep it that way.  Here are some commitments you make to us relating to registering and maintaining the security of your account:

1. You will not provide any false personal information on Facebook or create an account for anyone other than yourself without permission.

2. You will not create more than one personal profile.

3. If we disable your account, you will not create another one without our permission.

4. You will not use your personal profile for your own commercial gain (such as selling your status update to an advertiser).

5. You will not use Facebook if you are under 13.

6. You will not use Facebook if you are a convicted sex offender.

7. You will keep your contact information accurate and up-to-date.

8. You will not share your password, (or in the case of developers, your secret key), let anyone else access your account, or do anything else that might jeopardize the security of your account.

9. You will not transfer your account (including any page or application you administer) to anyone without first getting our written permission.  If you select a username for your account we reserve the right to remove or reclaim it if we believe appropriate (such as when a trademark owner complains about a username that does not closely relate to a user's actual name).
In Short..
Our term of learning and teaching is going great.  We are really proud of the way our students are participating and contributing to their learning.   We only ask that you check their uniforms before your child comes to school.  It saves valuable time, every morning we check that every student is wearing the correct uniform.  If they aren’t, we go through a process of finding out why they are not.  This takes away from core business of teaching and learning.  We appreciate your support on this important aspect of attending our school.
Naku noa, na Hayley Read.  Principal of the best school in Whangarei with the coolest students (especially those who choose the right attitude, make someone’s day, are present, and have fun while learning).

‘Success Crowns Effort’
(
STUDENT STARS - Principal’s Awards 
Every week, talented and committed STAR learners are chosen from each team for having an outstanding attitude towards learning.  Here is a list of those students: 
	Team 1:

Whero
	Brianna Cossey & Jorja Broome R3
Jordan Davies & Anthony Conway R4

	Team 2:

Kowhai
	Dominique Fong & Bree Moss R7
Sarah Adam & Aaron Paewhenua R8

	Team 3:

Karaka
	Gus Cooper R12, Dhaynah Kinita R13, Chloe Ropata R14, Shekania Cherrington R15 & Eve Bignell R16.

	Team 4:

Kikorangi
	Victoria Mitchell & Tea Beckham R17
Koda Thomas & Jeremy Towers R17

	Team 5:

Kakariki
	Cindy Dang & Mary Mason R19 

Ellie Weston & Leo Rewinksi R22
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TENNIS TOURNAMENT (DOUBLES) 
Several pupils competed in the Primary and Intermediate Schools Doubles tournament, Wed 23rd Feb @ Thomas Neale Family Memorial Park Tennis Centre.  CONGRATULATIONS to all pupils who participated.  We did have a partnership who won the silverware.  Well done to Matiu Baker and Cam Hicks.
SWIMMING SPORTS

The Swimming Sports was fantastic!  Participation was huge and the fun atmosphere rolled on all day.  Congratulations to the joint winning teams – well done Kowhai and Kakariki. The teachers’ have kept their clean winning slate in the relay event with an emphatic victory.  Thanks to the parents who came down and supported their children, it’s such a fun event to be involved in.

The Championship results are as follows:

Year 7 Girls


Year 7 Boys
1st     Hayley McIntosh

1st  Cameron Ludgate

2nd    Leah Selkirk


2nd Javahn Repia

3rd     Samantha Skovlund

3rd  Dion Luiten

Year 8 Girls


Year 8 Boys
1st    Alex Armiger-Kelly

1st  Kipling Davies-Colley

2nd   Inez Wilson-Harding

2nd Scott Robinson

3rd    Chika Bedford

3rd Zak Botica






             Mr. Fannin
An Ode to our Swimming Sports Day!

Loud Voices Singing, Happy Faces Smiling, Cool Water Splashing

A glorious sight!
PTA NEWS

6 parents turned up to our PTA meeting. We had 2 apologies so we will have a group of 8 parents and 1 teacher. We have mapped out the fundraising calendar for the year.
TERM 1-An EASTER RAFFLE

Tickets will be $1.00 and prizes will be drawn in team groups.  1 Easter Egg to be donated by each pupil if possible.  Eggs will be grouped in teaching teams.  Tickets to be brought through the class money books.  Raffle drawn 14th April. 
TERM 2 -SPELL-A-THON

Student’s will get a sponsor pack and 100 words to learn according to their ability Date in term 2 to be confirmed
TERM 3-TO BE CONFIRMED BUT SOME IDEAS ARE:
A GOLF TOURNAMENT, TRAIL RIDE, FISHING COMPETITION, TRIVIA EVENING or CATERING FOR SCHOOL SOCIALS.
AIMS GAMES

We intend to take some teams to Tauranga again for this National Y7&8 Tournament. The likely teams we are thinking about taking are:
Girls Soccer and possibly a Boy’s Soccer team, Girls Hockey, 
Rugby 7’s,’ a Netball team, 2 Tennis players and Golf.
The tournament is a great opportunity for students who excel at sport to compete at the highest level of competition. If you know your child excels at any of the sports mentioned, please let Mr Rankin know.  The tournament dates are 28th August to the 2nd September.  If you are interested in coaching a team as teams selected will be training after school, again, please let Mr Rankin know.

MILO CRICKET
We are playing Kamo Intermediate Wed March 16th @ K Park.
The teacher taking the squad to the tournament day is Mr Kelly. We wish the boys luck for their battle against Kamo.
Girls Cricket:- Miss Watson is taking a Girls Cricket team the next day Thursday 17th. We wish the girls well also.
STUDENT COUNCIL
Our first meeting is tomorrow! We will be electing officers. When the Head Councillor’s position has been decided, there will be a regular contribution to the newsletter from the council, something to look forward to, regular student voice!
             Mr. Rankin

TEAM KAKARIKI
The year has begun with the Yr7 students designing Carousel Animals for both graffito tiles in clay and paintings.  Their clay work can be seen in the office foyer in the display cabinet.  Yr8 students have been making Wakahuia - treasure boxes - from clay.  These are looking fantastic so far and will be fully completed in the next week.  Meanwhile Yr8 students are painting themselves into the Whangarei landscape or cityscape.  They are learning about portraiture, composition and painting using a limited palette. Enrichment groups are working on signage for the Technology Block.  There are challenges in this task due to the size of the text needed, getting it centred and readable, while allowing it to be funky and bright.  Watch that space.... in the next few weeks we hope to have the Technology block transformed.





   Ms. Hoogeveen

SOME GENTLE REMINDERS

ICAS INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIONS AND ASSESSMENT FOR SCHOOLS
This year we will be offering the following ICAS tests at school on the listed dates.  These tests are administered by the University of New South Wales across the Pacific Region.

Students receive detailed feedback on their performance and a certificate.  Students who score in the top 30% receive award certificates.  Please note we can’t refund money as the funds go to Australia.  Cheques can be made out to WIS.  All entries and fees are due by Monday 3rd May.  There are old tests available that students can practice with. 
	Subject           Test Date           Cost NZ$

	Science            8th Jun                $7.50

	Maths               2nd Aug              $7.50

	English            16th  Aug              $7.50







          Mr. Botica

ICAS INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION

Students Name ______________________________________________

Subject/s           _______________________________________________

Room No           _______ Year ________    Total Enclosed $_________________

Please attach fees to this entry form and hand into class money book

CHINA TRIP 2011 
Our Yr8 students have been fortunate to be offered a cultural experience to China this year. This amazing opportunity has come about through the generosity of the Confucius Institute who are organizing the trip and meeting all of the ‘in – China’ expenses of the group. Ms Hinge and 8 students will form part of a larger group of students and teachers from around New Zealand.  On May 23 they will fly to Shanghai where they will spend a few days attending Chinese Language and Culture classes and seeing the sights of this amazing metropolis. They will then travel by train to the capital Beijing to visit the Great Wall, the Forbidden City and other historic sites of interest. On June 3rd they will arrive back in Auckland.  The students are required to pay for airfares, visa and travel insurance.  This comes to over $2000 each.  All interested students have been helping to lower this cost through fundraisers including chocolate selling and sausage sizzles. Our efforts are continuing, and include a family portrait photography fundraiser been offered later this month. Please support us with this, your entire $10 booking fee goes directly towards helping students to pay for this trip.
Student applications to join the China trip are now open.  Unfortunately we only have 8 places available and a large number of interested students.  The successful applicants will be selected by a panel of school staff and will be finalised next week. Priority will be given to the students who have demonstrated a genuine interest in learning Chinese and who have shown commitment to our fundraising efforts.
This trip promises to be an amazing and enriching experience for the lucky students.

FAMILY PORTRAIT FUNDRAISER
Ms Hinge is working with ‘Jack and Jill’ photography to offer a great deal on a family portrait. For $10.00 your family can have a sitting with a professional photographer and receive a free black & white or colour portrait.  Your entire $10.00 booking fee will go directly to our China trip fundraiser.  There will be only 50 sittings offered so get your booking form and $10.00 payment in quickly. You really should do this while your children are still cute! Thank you for your support.






           Ms. Hinge
PUBLIC NOTICES
MANGAPAI HOCKEY CLUB RALLY DAY
Rally Day this Sunday 13th March at Nthld Hockey Stadium - Bring Hockey Stick, Mouth Guard & Shin. JMC Teams A & B GRADE - 10:30am - 11:30am

GLENBERVIE SCHOOL GREAT GARAGE SALE & FAMILY FUN DAY

Sat 12th March 7.30am - 12 noon; Glenbervie School, 151 Ngunguru Rd
KAMO JUNIOR RUGBY REGISTRATION & WEIGH IN

Kamo Junior Rugby (5yrs to under 16yrs) Registration & Weigh In  - TODAY - Thursday 10th March - 5.00 to 7.00 pm -Kamo Rugby Club, Butler Place, Kamo - (Bring old Boots for Sale or Swap)

MARIST RUGBY LEAGUE REGISTRATION DAY-

13th March 9.30am- 11.00am at Marist Club Rooms Kensington Park.

N5, U7, U11, U13, U15, U17 and Seniors. Coaches needed for all grades.

Contact John- 021-1453262 or Chevaunne- 021-0487868 for any inquiries.

OLD BOYS REGISTRATION AND RALLY 

All members and new players welcome for the 2011 season. Friday March 18th at Old Boys Rugby Club 5pm.

RUATANGATA JMC HOCKEY CLUB – registration ph 437 1445
Open Rally Day 20th March 2011 At the Nthld Hockey Stadium
A and B Grade -

Year 6– 8    9am – 10.30am

C grade               

Year 4– 6  10.15am – 11.30am

D and E Grade             
Year 1- 4   11.15am – 12 noon

WHANGAREI SQUASH CLUB - JUNIOR SQUASH

Any child interested in playing squash is invited to the club at Tarewa Road every Tuesday 3:30pm – 5:00pm– Starting 22/3/11. Phone Dave Sayes 434 4377 (evenings) for more information.







